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Abstract A minimal-order observer and output-feedback stabilization control are given
for single-input multi-output stochastic nonlinear systems with unobservable states, un-
modelled dynamics and stochastic disturbances. Based on the observer designed, the
estimates of all observable states of the system are given, and the convergence of the es-
timation errors are analyzed. In addition, by using the integrator backstepping approach,
an output-feedback stabilization control is constructively designed, and sufficient condi-
tions are obtained under which the closed-loop system is asymptotically stable in the large
or bounded in probability, respectively.
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The design of global stabilization controls for stochastic nonlinear systems has been
intensively investigated

� �������
, which is based on recursive applications of cascade designs,

such as the well-known integrator backstepping method. Khas’minskii
� �
�

presented the
basic stability theory of stochastic control systems in his classical book, and introduced
two important stability concepts: bounded in probability and asymptotically stable in the
large, which have now been applied widely. It is well known that dealing with the second
derivative terms is the key to stochastic control design. The existing methods deal with
the second derivative terms by increasing the power of the variables in control laws

� ���� ��
or enlarging the power of the feedback capacity

� !��#"
�
. For instance, by adopting quartic

Lyapunov function to increase the power of the variables in control laws, refs. [1—3]
presented asymptotical stabilization controls in the large under the assumption (A): “the
nonlinearities and disturbance equal zero at the origin.” Besides, refs. [5—7] studied op-
timal control design by using weighted quadratic Lyapunov function and adjusting the
feedback capacity via regulating the weighted functions under risk-sensitive index, and
pointed out that if the control goal is to stabilize the closed-loop system, then the assump-
tion (A) mentioned above is not a necessary condition, although it seems unavoidable for
globally asymptotical stabilization control.
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The controls in refs. [3, 7] were based on full state feedbacks, and those in refs.
[1, 5, 6, 8] were based on output feedback and full-order state observers. When there
is no unmodelled dynamics and stochastic disturbance, by using the full-order observers
given in refs. [1, 5, 6, 8], the state estimation error can be made converging to zero
asymptotically, and the convergence and convergent rate depend only on the initial value
of the estimation error, instead of the output or state processes. Recently, in ref. [10]
Jiang gave a reduced-order observer with a special structure for deterministic systems.
Unlike refs. [1, 5, 8], an extra nonlinear term depending on the output $&%(' � arises in
the dynamical equation of the state estimation error. Generally speaking, this nonlinear
term is not zero, even when there is no unmodelled dynamics and stochastic disturbance.
This may affect the asymptotical convergence of the state estimation error. In addition, the
reduced-order observer and design idea of ref. [10] are not adequate to the multi-output
case (for example, $)%+*�' �-,/.0.0.�, '21�3�4�57698;: ).

The purpose of this paper is to study the design problem of output-feedback stabiliza-
tion control for a class of single-input multi-output (SIMO) stochastic nonlinear systems.
By introducing a minimal-order observer, an output stabilization control is constructively
designed so that the closed-loop system is asymptotically stable in the large when the
nonlinearities and stochastic disturbance vector fields equal zero at the equilibrium point,
and is bounded in probability when the stochastic disturbance vector fields do not equal
zero at the equilibrium point. The minimal-order observer introduced not only preserves
the advantages of full-order observer

� ��< !=< >?< ���
, but also avoids the above-mentioned extra

nonlinear term in the dynamical equation of the state estimation error
� ��@
�

, and at the same
time, is adequate to the control design of SIMO systems.

1 Notations and preliminary results

The following notations will be used throughout this paper. For a given vector or
matrix A , AB4 denotes its transpose; C=ADC denotes the Euclidean norm in vector case or
the corresponding induced norm in matrix case; tr *EAF3 denotes its trace when A is square,
i.e. the sum of all elements on the main diagonal line. G denotes the identity matrix
(the dimension will be determined in accordance with the context). For a given vector'H%I*E' � ,0.0.0.�, 'KJ�3 4 , ' � LM� denotes *E' � ,/.0.0.N, ' L 3 4 ; ' � LO< P�� denotes *E' L ,/.0.0.�, ' P 3 4 ; Q' denotes
its estimate associated with an observer, R' denotes estimation error, i.e. R'S%T')UVQ' . For a
given scalar number ' , W 'XW denotes its absolute value.

For simplicity of expression, we will drop the arguments of functions when no confu-
sion is caused.

Definition 1
� Y��

. A function Z[* . 3 : \^]`_a\^] is called bdc if it is continuous, strictly
increasing, and Z�*�ef3g%he , ikj�lnm0opcHZ�*Eq^3g%;r .

For stochastic nonlinear time-varying systems in form:s 't%vuw*Ex , 'y3 s x{z`|y*}x , '~3�� s x/z��{*}x , '~3 s�� ,
Copyright by Science in China Press 2004
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where
�

is standard Brownian motion with appropriate dimension defined on probability
space *�� ,���,�� 3 , with � a sample space, � a � -algebra, � a probability measure, we
define the differential operator � as the following:���n*}x , '~3g% � �n*}x , '~3� x z � ��*}x , '~3� ' uw*Ex , 'y3/z � ��*Ex , 'y3� ' |y*}x , '~3��z :� tr

� �y� �n*}x , '~3� ' � �{*Ex , 'y3�� 4 *}x , '~30���
Here �n*}x , 'y3 is a function once continuously differentiable with respect to x and twice
continuously differentiable with respect to ' .

Recall two stability notions for the following free-control system:s 'S%vuX*}x , '~3 s x{z��{*Ex , 'y3 s�� � (1)

Definition 2
� ���

. Consider system (1) with uw*�ef3�%;e and �{*�ef3�%;e . Let ��'^*}x=3 , x��e�� be the solution precess of system (1) with initial value '^*�e�3 . The zero solution 'w*}x=3g%he
or system (1) is said to be asymptotically stable in the large if for any ��8�e ,ikj�l�0  @�¡ o @[¢h£^¤?¥[¦§}¨ @ C©'^*Ex=3ªCp�F�K«H%he ,
and for any initial condition 'w*�ef3 ,¢�¬ ikj�l§ oc '^*Ex�3g%heK®)%V:��

Definition 3
� ���

. System (1) is said to be bounded in probability, if all of its solution
processes �ª'w*}x=3 , x¯�`e�� satisfyikj�l° oc ¤=¥#¦@?± §}² c ¢ �#C©'^*Ex=3ªC8�³ª�´%he[�

Based on these two concepts, we have the following basic theorem, which will play
an important role in our control design below.

Theorem 1. Consider the stochastic nonlinear system (1). If there exists a function�n*}x , '~3 once continuously differential with respect to x and twice continuously differen-
tial with respect to ' , and satisfyingµ � *�'~3¯¶·�n*}x , '~3¯¶ µ � *E'~3 , ���n*Ex , '~3�¶�U³ � �n*Ex , 'y3/z¸³ � ,
where

µ � *�'~3 and
µ � *E'y3 are positive definite and radially unbounded functions, ³ � 8;e

and ³ � �¹e are constants, then (a) system (1) has a unique solution almost surely, (b)
system (1) is bounded in probability, (c) in addition, if uw*Ex , e�3�%ve , �{*}x , e�3�%ve ,[º x , and
there exists a positive definite and radially unbounded function

µ *E'y3 such that���»*}x , '~3¯¶�U µ *E'~3 ,
then system (1) is asymptotically stable in the large.

Proof. By Theorem 4.1 of Chapter 3 and Theorem 4.4 of Chapter 5 of ref. [9],
Theorem 2 of Chapter 3 and Section 13 of ref. [11], we can show the theorem in a similar
way to the proof of Theorem 2.5 of ref. [7].
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2 Problem formulation
2.1 System model

Consider the following stochastic nonlinear systems�¼ %h� @ *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 s x�z�� � *}x , ¼ , '~3 s�� ,s ' � %T' � s x/z�u � *E' � �E� 3 s x{z·½ � *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 s x/z�¾ � *E' � 3 s�� ,
...s ' 1 %T' 1 ] � s x{z�u 1 *E' � 1 � 3 s x{z·½ 1 *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x/z¸¾ 1 *E' � 3 s�� ,s ' 1 ] � %T' 1 ] � s x{z�u 1 ] � *E$#3 s x/z·½ 1 ] � *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x{z¸¾ 1 ] � *�' � 3 s�� ,
...s 'KJ�%�� s x/z�u¿J#*E$#3 s x/z·½ÀJ2*}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x/z¸¾XJÁ*�' � 3 s�� ,$�%T' � 1 � ,

(2)

where '`ÂF\ J , �ÃÂ&\ and $&Â&\ 1 are system state vector, control input and measurable
output, respectively;

¼ ÂÄ\ JªÅ is the unobservable states of the system, its dynamical
model is unknown, i.e. functions � @ *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 and � � *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 are unknown;

� ÂÆ\/Ç
is an independent vector-valued standard Brownian motion defined on probability space*�� ,���,�� 3 , with � a sample space, � a � -algebra, � a probability measure; u L *�' � LÈ� 3*}É�%Ê: ,�.0.0.N, 6�3 and u L *E$#3Ë*}Éd%I6dzV: ,�.0.0.N,[Ì 3 are the modelled (or known) dynamics
of the system; ½ L *Ex , ¼ , '~3g*EÉÀ%V: ,/.0.0.N,#Ì 3 are the unmodelled (or unknown) dynamics of
the system; ¾ L *�' � 3�*}ÉX%+: ,�.0.0.�,#Ì 3 are the gain functions of the stochastic disturbances.

The main results of this paper are based on the following assumptions:

A1. For the unobservable states
¼

, there exists a time-varying � @ *Ex , ¼ 3 once continu-
ously differential with respect to x and twice continuously differential with respect
to ' , and there exist positive definite and radially unbounded functions

µ @?� * ¼ 3 andµ @ � * ¼ 3 , a bÍc function Z�* . 3 , a smooth function Z @ * . 3 : Z @ *�e�3�%Îe , and constants³Ï8�e ,[Ð�@ 8�e , such thatµ @=� * ¼ 3¯¶·� @ *}x , ¼ 3¯¶ µ @ � * ¼ 3 and��� @ *Ex , ¼ 3¯¶�U³0� @ *}x , ¼ 3XU Ð @ Z¯*©C ¼ C-3^zÃ' � Z @ *E' � 3��
A2. Nonlinear functions u L * . 3�*}É�%Ñ: ,/.0.N.0,[Ì 3 and ¾ L * . 3�*EÉ�%Ñ: ,/.0.0.�,ÁÌ 3 are known and

smooth, and satisfy: u L *�e�3g%he ( ÉÀ%V: , .0.0. , Ì ).

A3. There exist a bdc function Ò�* . 3 , a nonnegative and smooth function Z L * . 3 : Z L *�e�3g%ve*EÉÓ%Ô: ,/.0.0.�,#Ì 3 and constants Ð L �Ñe ( É9%Ô: ,�.0.0.�,#Ì ) such that the unmodelled
dynamics ½ L *}x , ¼ , '~3�*}ÉF%Õ: ,/.N.0.N,[Ì 3 satisfy: W ½ L W � ¶ Ð L Ò�*-C ¼ C-3zV' � � Z L *E' � 3
( ÉÀ%V: , .0.N. , Ì ).

A4. There exists a constant Ð 8De such that Z[*}q^3¯� Ð Ò�*}q^3 ,Öº qHÂÃ× e , r�3 .
Copyright by Science in China Press 2004
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Remark 1. The states of system (2) are divided into two parts: one is
¼

, which
is unobservable and unknown dynamics, and the other is ' , which can be measured di-
rectly or is observable. They may depend on and affect each other. The stability of the
unobservable state

¼
may be affected by the dynamical behavior of ' , while the stability

of ' may be affected by the dynamical behavior of
¼

. Assumption A1 describes the dy-
namical behavior of the unobservable state

¼
of the system: it not only is exponentially

stable in the large when 'ÙØÊe , but also has some stability margin with respect to the
unmodelled dynamics. The term ' � Z @ *�' � 3 limits the influence of state ' on the stability
of the unobservable state

¼
. For the unobservable state

¼
satisfying this limitation, we can

eliminate the influence of ' on the stability of
¼

by designing control properly, and accom-
plish stabilization control of the unobservable states. Similarly, in order to construct an
output-feedback stabilization control, Assumption A3 gives some constraints on unmod-
elled dynamics. Assumptions A1—A3 tell us that when there is no stochastic disturbance,
the origin is the equilibrium point of the open-loop system. Assumption A4 depicts the
connection between the stability margin of the unobservable state

¼
and the unmodelled

dynamics, which, when designing a control law, ensures that the influence of the unmod-
elled dynamics on the stability of the unobservable state

¼
can be removed in virtue of the

stability margin of the unobservable state.

System (2) can be rewritten into the following compact form:ÚÛÛÛÛÛÜ ÛÛÛÛÛÝ
s�¼ %I� @ *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 s x�z¸� � *Ex , ¼ , 'y3 s�� ,s $)%ßÞáà 1 $dz¸â 1 ' 1 ] � z¸ã � 1 � *E$#3{z�ä � 1 � *}x , ¼ , '~3�å s x{z¸æ � 1 � *�' � 3 s�� ,s ' � 1 ] ��< J � %ßÞáàçJ � 1 ' � 1 ] ��< J � z¸âçJ � 1 ��z�ã � 1 ] ��< J � *}$Á3/z�ä � 1 ] ��< J � *Ex , ¼ , '~3�å s xzÏæ � 1 ] ��< J � *E' � 3 s�� , (3)

where

à 1 %ßèéééê e
...

Ge e .0.0. e
ëíìììî   1Nï	1 ¡ , â 1 % èéééééê

e
...e :
ë ìììììî   1Nï ��¡

,
ãV% èéééê u �...u J

ë ìììî , ä;% èéééê ½ �...½ J
ë ìììî , æÊ% èéééê ¾ �...¾ J

ë ìììî �
2.2 Control objective

The objective of this paper is to design a minimal-order observer and an output-
feedback control: ðQ't%TñÀ*¿Q' , $#3 , �S%�q�*¿Q' , $Á3 , (4)

such that the zero solution of the closed-loop systems (2)—(4) is bounded in probability
and, in particular, when ¾ L *�e�3�%hep*}ÉÀ%V: ,/.0.0.N,#Ì 3 , asymptotically stable in the large.
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3 Output-feedback control design

In this section, a minimal-order observer is introduced first, based on which estimates
of all the system states are given, and then, a constructive procedure for stabilization con-
trol design is described.

Since ' � , ' � , .N.0. , ' 1 , the former 6 components of ' of system (2), can be obtained
directly from the system output, only the latter Ì U·6 components ' 1 ] � , .0.0. , 'KJ need to
be rebuilt by an observer. By the linear system theory, when system (2) degenerates to a
linear system and is without unknown disturbances, the minimal order of its state observer
is “ Ì UF6 ” (e.g. ref. [12]).

3.1 Observer design

Denote ò[*Ex=3g% s $�UBàç1=$ s x{U&ã � 1 � *E$#3 s x , or equivalently by (3), ò[*}x=3g%hâÏ1?'21 ] � s xyzä � 1 � *Ex , ¼ , '~3 s xwzDæ � 1 � *�' � 3 s�� . If ò[*Ex�3 is available for feedback design, then a minimal-
order observer can be designed ass Q' � 1 ] ��< J � %vó¸Q' � 1 ] ��< J � s x{zÃâçJ � 1 � s x{z¸ã � 1 ] ��< J � *E$#3 s x{z�ô´ò[*Ex�3 , (5)

where óõ%öà J � 1�U�ô´âç1-÷Ï4J � 1 , ÷ J � 1´%7*�: e .0.0. e�3�4»Â`\ J � 1 , and ô(%Î× | LíP?ø Â\   J � 1 ¡ ï	1 is a parameter matrix to be determined below. But, due to the existence of
the unmeasurable state ' 1 ] � , unknown function ä � 1 � *Ex , ¼ , '~3 and stochastic disturbance�

, eq. (5) cannot be used for feedback design. In order to overcome this difficulty, we
introduce a new vector: ù %ÎQ' � 1 ] ��< J � UÃôç$y� (6)

This together with (5) givesðù %hó ù z¸âçJ � 1 ��z�ã � 1 ] ��< J � *}$Á3wUÃô´ã � 1 � *}$#3{zh*�ótôhUÃôÏà 1 3�$~� (7)

Obviously,

ù
is feasible, and thus, can be used for feedback design.

From (6) and (7), we achieve a reconstruction of the unmeasurable state vector ' � 1 ] ��< J � :Q' � 1 ] ��< J � % ù z�ôç$ , with estimation errorR' � 1 ] ��< J � %T' � 1 ] ��< J � U+Q' � 1 ] ��< J � %h' � 1 ] ��< J � U ù UÃôç$ , (8)

which satisfies the following dynamical equation:s R' � 1 ] ��< J � %;ÞíàËJ � 1 ' � 1 ] ��< J � z¸âçJ � 1 �)z¸ã � 1 ] ��< J � *E$#3{z�ä � 1 ] ��< J � *}x , ¼ , '~3�å s xz�æ � 1 ] ��< J � *�' � 3 s�� U+ÞÈó ù z¸âçJ � 1 �)z¸ã � 1 ] ��< J � *E$#3XUÃô´ã � 1 � *E$#3z¹*�ótôvUÃôÏàË1�3�$ ø s xwUÃô Þ àË1?$ s x{z¸âç1-÷ 4J � 1 ' � 1 ] ��< J � s xz�ã � 1 � *}$Á3 s x/zÑä � 1 � *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x/z¸æ � 1 � *E' � 3 s�� å%Ïó`R' � 1 ] ��< J � s x{z ä9*Ex , ¼ , '~3 s x{z æ·*�' � 3 s�� ,
(9)

where ä9*}x , ¼ , 'y3H%úä � 1 ] ��< J � *}x , ¼ , 'y3çUVôÍä � 1 � *}x , ¼ , 'y3 , æ·*�' � 3F%ûæ � 1 ] ��< J � *�' � 3çUô´æ � 1 � *E' � 3 .
Denote the last column of matrix ô as *�ü 1 ] � ,N.0.0.�, ü�J�3 4 . Assume that the polynomial

Copyright by Science in China Press 2004
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óI% èéééê UËü 1 ] �
...

GUËü�J e .0.0. e
ë ìììî

is strictly stable. And thus, there exists a positive definite matrix ¢ such tható 4 ¢ z ¢ ó¹%+UpGK� (10)

It can easily be seen that if the unmodelled dynamics and the stochastic disturbance
do not exist, i.e. ä9*}x , ¼ , 'y3�Øhe and æÃ*�' � 3gØhe , then (9) becomesðR' � 1 ] ��< J � %Tó·R' � 1 ] ��< J � � (11)

Therefore, by the strict stability of ó , the estimation error R' � 1 ] ��< J � is globally asymptot-
ically stable. This implies that the unmeasurable state vector *E' 1 ] � ,/.0.0.�, '2J�3 4 can be
reconstructed by * ù z�ôç$#3 very well.

In this case, the overall system with the observer (7) in loop iss�¼ %Ï� @ *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x{z¸� � *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s�� ,s R' � 1 ] ��< J � %Ïó·R' � 1 ] ��< J � s x{z ä9*Ex , ¼ , 'y3 s x/z æÃ*E' � 3 s�� ,s $)%;Þáàç1?$Íz¸âç1�*0R'21 ] � z ù � 3/z¸âç1-÷ 4J � 1 ôç$Íz¸ã � 1 � *}$Á3zÑä � 1 � *}x , ¼ , '~3�å s x{z¸æ � 1 � *�' � 3 s�� ,s ù %;Þíó ù z¸âçJ � 1 �)z¸ã � 1 ] ��< J � *E$#3XUÃô´ã � 1 � *E$#3{zh*�ótôvUÃôçà 1 3�$�å s x-�
(12)

Remark 2. Following refs. [1, 8, 10], other reduce-order (or minimal-order) ob-
servers may be obtained, but the order-reduction degree and convergent rate may not be
as good as the observer (7).

For example, following refs. [1, 8], an observer can be given as:ðQ' � 1 < J � %hà J � 1 ] � Q' � 1 < J � z¸ÿ � 1 < J � *�'21�U+Q'21-3{z¸â J � 1 ] � ��z¸ã � 1 < J � *E$#3 ,
where Q' � 1 < J � denote the estimate of ' � 1 < J � , ÿ � 1 < J � % *�ü�1 ,0.0.0.�, ü J 3 4 is a design parameter
vector such that the polynomial ý J � 1 ] � z¸ü 1 ý J � 1 z .0.0. z�ü�J �2� ý z�ü�J is Hurwitz.

Let R' � 1 < J � %h' � 1 < J � U+Q' � 1 < J � be the estimation error. Thens R' � 1 < J � % � 1 R' � 1 < J � s x{z�ä � 1 < J � *}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x{zÃæ � 1 < J � *E' � 3 s�� ,
where � 1�% èéééê UËü 1

...
GUËü J e .0.0. e

ë ìììî
is a strictly stable matrix.

Obviously, in this case, although the estimation error R' � 1 < J � , and thus, R' converges
asymptotically to zero when the unmodelled dynamics and the stochastic disturbance do
not exist, the observer is Ì UF6ËzT: -order and not minimal-order.
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For one more example, following ref. [10], we can obtain the estimate Q' L % ù L z ü L 'K1*}É�%;6Ïzv: ,0.N.0.N,�Ì 3 of state ' L *EÉ�%;6çzÙ: ,0.0.0.�,�Ì 3 , where

ù L *}É�%;6çzÙ: ,0.0.0.�,�Ì 3 are the
states of the following observer:ðù 1 ] � % ù 1 ] � z�ü 1 ] � ' 1 U·ü 1 ] � * ù 1 ] � z�ü 1 ] � ' 1 3 ,ðù L % ù L ] � z�ü L ] � ' 1 U·ü L * ù 1 ] � z�ü 1 ] � ' 1 3 , ÉÀ%�6z � ,0.0.0.�,�Ì UD: ,ðù JÓ%��nU·ü�Jp* ù 1 ] � z�ü 1 ] � ' 1 3 , (13)

where design parameters ü L *}6Óz+:F¶öÉ�¶ Ì 3 are chosen such that the matrix
� 1 ] � is

strictly stable.

Then, the estimation error R' � 1 ] ��< J � %+*�' 1 ] � U ù 1 ] � Unü 1 ] � ' 1 ,/.0.0.�, '2JÀU ù JÀUnü�J�' 1 3 4
satisfies s R' � 1 ] ��< J � % � 1 ] � R' � 1 ] ��< J � s x/z uX*}$Á3 s x{z ½ç*Ex , ¼ , '~3 s x{z ¾�*E' � 3 s�� , (14)

whereuw*}$Á3g%Ù*
u 1 ] � *E$#3XU`ü 1 ] � u 1 *E$#3 ,/.0.0.�, u�J2*}$Á3wU·ü�Jfu 1 *}$Á3�3 4 ,½Ï*Ex , ¼ , 'y3g%Ù*E½ 1 ] � *Ex , ¼ , '~3XU·ü 1 ] � ½ 1 *Ex , ¼ , '~3 ,�.0.0.N, ½ÀJ2*}x , ¼ , '~3XU·ü�J	½ 1 *Ex , ¼ , '~3=3 4 ,¾�*�' � 3g%Ù*�¾ 1 ] � *�' � 3wU·ü 1 ] � ¾ 1 *E' � 3 ,/.0.0.N, ¾XJÁ*E' � 3XU·ü�J�¾ 1 *E' � 3�3 4 �
By this, it can easily be seen that the observer (13) is now Ì U¸6 -order, minimal-order,
but the convergence of the estimation error is hard to analyze. For instance, when the
unmodelled dynamics and the stochastic disturbance do not exist, i.e. ä9*Ex , ¼ , '~3)Ø e
and æÃ*E' � 3�Øhe , the error equation (14) becomesðR' � 1 ] ��< J � % � 1 ] � R' � 1 ] ��< J � z uw*E$#3-�
Unlike (11), an extra nonlinear term uw*E$#3 arises here. Due to this unexpected term, the
estimation error R' � 1 ] ��< J � may not be convergent to zero, in general. Besides, the observer
(13) is only applicable to the single-output systems such as $n%v' � , and not applicable to
the multi-output systems such as $)%T' � 1 � ( 6�8Ù: ) (This will be explained further below).

3.2 Control design

We are now in a position to construct a control �X*}$ , ù 3 for the overall system (12)
to ensure the closed-loop system is bounded in probability and asymptotically stable in
the large when the nonlinearities and stochastic disturbance vector field equal zero at the
equilibrium point of the open-loop system.

First, introduce a new state transformation as follows:ÚÜ Ý�� L %¹' L U�� L �2� *�' � LO�K�}� 3 , ÉÀ%V: , � ,0.0.0.�, 6 ,� L % ù L � 1 U�� L �2� *}$ , ù � LO� 1 �K�}� 3 , ÉÀ%D6ËzT: ,0.N.0.�ÌÀ, (15)

and set � @ *E' � @�� 3�ØÙe , � Jª] � ØÙe . Here, � L ( É�%ö: ,0.0.0.�,�Ì UD: ), called the virtual controls,
are some smooth functions to be determined later; � J %+�X*}$ , ù 3 is the actual control to
be specified later. Besides, � L *EÉd%Ê: ,�.0.0.N,#Ì 3 are asked to preserve the equilibrium at
the origin of the nonlinear system, that is, � � *�ef3�% .0.0. %�� 1 *�e�3p%�� 1 ] � *�e , ef3�% .0.0. %�{J2*�e , e�3�%Te .
Copyright by Science in China Press 2004



Minimal-order observer and output-feedback stabilization control design of stochastic nonlinear systems 535

Under the new variable vector � , system (12) becomess�¼ %�� @ *Ex , ¼ , '~3 s x{z¸� � *Ex , ¼ , '~3 s�� ,s R' � 1 ] ��< J � %�ó·R' � 1 ] ��< J � s x{z ä9*}x , ¼ , 'y3 s x{z æÃ*E' � 3 s�� ,s � L %v* � L ] � z�� L 3 s x{z¸� L *E' � LM� 3 s x{z	� L *Ex , ¼ , '~3 s x/z�
 L *�' � , ' � LO�2�E� 3 s�� ,ÉÀ%V: ,0.0.0.�, 6ÏU�: ,s � 1�%v* � 1 ] � z��^1-3 s x{z+R'21 ] � s x{zÃ��1¿*}$Á3 s x{z	�ç1ª*}x , ¼ , 'y3 s xz�
 1 *E' � , ' � 1 �2�E� 3 s�� ,s � 1 ] L %v* � 1 ] L ] � z�� 1 ] L 3 s xXU � � 1 ] L �2�� ' 1 R' 1 ] � s x/z¸� 1 ] L *}$ , ù � LÈ� 3 s xz	� 1 ] L *Ex , ¼ , '~3 s x/z�
 1 ] L *E$ , ù � L �2�E� 3 s�� , ÉÀ%+: ,0.0.0.�,�Ì UF6´U�: ,s � JÓ%Ã� s xXU � �{J �2�� ' 1 R' 1 ] � s x{z¸��JÁ*}$ , ù � J � 1 � 3 s x{z	�çJÁ*}x , ¼ , 'y3 s xz�
�JÁ*}$ , ù � J � 1 �2�E� 3 s�� ,

(16)

where
 L %�¾ L *�' � 3wU L �2��P�~� � � LO�2�� ' P ¾ P *E' � 3 , ÉÀ%V: ,0.0.0.�, 6��

 1 ] L % U 1�P�~� � �^1 ] LO�2�� ' P ¾ P *�' � 3 , ÉÀ% : ,0.0.0.�,�Ì UF6 ,
� L %Du L U LO�2��P�~� � � LO�K�� ' P × ' P ] � z¸u P ø U :� �P�<���������< � ��� < L �2��� � � � LO�K�� ' P � ' � ¾ P ¾ 4 � ,ÉX%+: , � ,0.0.0.-, 6ÏU�: ,��1�%Du�1Àz 1�P�~� | � P ' P U 1 �K��P�~� � � 1 �2�� ' P × ' P ] � z�u P?ø U :� �P�<���������<�� � � < 1 �2��� � � � L �2�� ' P � ' � ¾ P ¾ 4 � ,��1 ] L %Du�1 ] L *E$#3XU·ü�1 ] L ù � U 1�P�~� | LáP u P zÙ× ó»ôvUÃôÏàË1 ø�L $ÓU 1 �2��P�~� � � 1 ] LO�K�� ' P ' P ] �

U 1�P�~� � � 1 ] LO�2�� ' P u P *E' � P�� 3wU � � 1 ] L �2�� ' 1 � ù � z 1� L�~� | ��L ' L � U LO�K��P�~� � � 1 ] LO�K�� ù Pþ � UËü 1 ] P ù � z ù P ] � z¸u 1 ] P zÙ× ótôhUÃôÏà 1 ø P $dz 1��!~� | P�� u �"�U :� �P�<������=��<�� � �á< 1 � � � � L �2�� ' P � ' � ¾ P ¾ 4 � , ÉÀ%V: ,N.0.0.N,�Ì UF6 ,
� L %¸½ L U L �2��P�~� � � LO�2�� ' P ½ P , ÉÀ%V: ,/.0.0.�, 6��

� 1 ] L % U 1�P�~� � � LO�2�� ' P ½ P , ÉÀ%V: ,/.N.0.N,[Ì UH6	�
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Here, × ótôÙU�ôÏàç1 ø�L denotes the 6 -dimension row vector consisting of the É th row of the
matrix ó»ôvUÃôÏà 1 .

Choose Lyapunov function �n* .k,/. 3$#�\ J � 1 þS\ J _ \ :�ö%ÆR' 4 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ R' � 1 ] ��< J � z J� L%~�'& L * � � LO�K�}� 3 � �L ,
where ¢ 8Ùe is the unique positive solution of (10), & L * � � LO�K�}� 3ç8;e9*EÉ�%(: ,/.0.N.0,[Ì 3 are
some smooth weighted functions to be specified later.

By Itô formula, from (10) and (16) we have���+% UhC�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z � R' 4 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ ä�z tr � æ 4 ¢ æF��z J� L% 1)( L R' 1 ] � � Lz � J� L%~�'& L * � L ] � z�� L z¸� L z	� L 3 � L z J� L� � LO�K��P�~� � & L� � P * � P ] � z�� P z¸� P z	� P 3 � �L
z :� J� L�K� tr £ �~� * & L � �L 3� � �� LÈ� × 
 4 � ,/.0.0.�, 
 4 L ø 4 ×�
 4 � ,/.0.0.�, 
 4 L ø « , (17)

where

( 1�% � & 1 , ( 1 ] � % � & 1 ] �� � 1 � 1 ] � U � & 1 ] � � � 1� ' 1 ,
( L % � & L� � 1 � L U LO�2��P� 1 ] � � & L� � P � � P©�2�� ' 1 � L U � & L � � LO�2�� ' 1 , ÉÀ%�6z � ,�.0.0.N,#Ì �

By Assumptions A3 and A4, the second term on the right-hand side of (17) satisfies� R' 4 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ ä ¶H� � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z C ¢ C �� � C ä�C �¶�� � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z C ¢ C �� � * CNô�C � zT:,+ J� L%~�.- Ð LÐ Z�*-C ¼ C�3{zÃ' � � Z L *E' � 3�/ , (18)

where and whereafter � � , � @ , � � and 0 L , � � L , 1 L *}ÉÀ%+: ,/.0.0.�,#Ì 3 are positive design param-
eters to be specified.

For the 4th term on the right-hand side of (17) we haveJ� L� 1 ( L R' 1 ] � � L % � �� W}R' 1 ] � W � U � ��322222 R' 1 ] � U :� � J� L� 1 ( L � L 22222
�

z :� � J� L� 1 LO�K��P� 14( L � L ( P � P z :� � � J� L% 15( �L � �L � (19)
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Besides, by Assumptions A3 and A4 we have� J� L%~�'& L � L � L % � 1� L�~�'& L � L ½ L U � J� L�~�'& L � L�687 9 �
LO�K��< 1 ��P�~� � � L �2�� ' P ½ P¶ 1� L%~�:-;& �L � �L z Ð�LÐ Z�*©C ¼ C-3{z � �� Z L * � � 3</
z J� L%~� 687 9 �
LO�K��< 1 ��P�K� =�> � � LO�2�� ' P@? � & �L � �L z Ð PÐ Z�*©C ¼ C-3{z � �� Z P * � � 3BA (20)

and J� L% � LO�2��P�~� � & L� � P � P � �L % J� L� �DCE 687 9 ��LO�2��< 1 ��P�K� � & L� � P ½ P U LO�2��P�~� � & L� � P 687 9 �EP?�K��< 1 ���!K� � � P©�2�� ' � ½ ��FG � �L
¶ :� J� L% � 687 9 �
L �2��< 1 ��P�~� =H> � & L� � P4? � � YL z ÐfPÐ Z¯*©C ¼ C-3^z � �� Z P * � � 3<A
z :� J� L� � LO�2��P�~� 687 9 �EP?�K��< 1 ���!~� =I> � & L� � P4? � > � � P?�K�� ' �	? � � YL
z Ð �Ð Z�*?C ¼ C�3{z � �� Z � * � � 3<A/� (21)

Denote A %(*E$ 4 , ù 4 3 4 . Then, by the diffeomorphism (15) there exist smooth func-
tions ñ L * . 3 ( É�%õ: , .0.0. , Ì ) such that � � LÈ� %¹ñ L *EA � LÈ� 3 ( É�%õ: , .0.0. , Ì ). From the smooth
properties of ¾ L * . 3 , � L * . 3 and ñ L * . 3�*EÉ¯%(: ,/.0.0.�,ÁÌ 3 it follows that æ , 
 L can be decom-
posed into the following forms:æÃ*�' � 3g% æÃ* � � 3g% æ·*�ef3{z æ ��� * � � 3 � � ,
 � *�' � 3g%�¾ � * � � 3�%h¾ � *�e�3{z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �-,
 L *}A � LO�2�E� 3g% 
 L * � � LO�2�E� 3g% 
 L *�ef3/z LO�K��P�~� 
 LáP * � � P�� 3 � P , ÉX% � ,�.0.0.�,#ÌÀ,
where æ·* � � 3 , 
 ��� * � � 3 and 
 LáP * � � P�� 3 , ÉÀ% � ,/.0.0.N,[Ìg,KJ %+: ,/.0.0.�, É^U�: are smooth func-
tions, and æÃ*�e�3�%hæ � 1 ] ��< J � *�e�3XU·ô´æ � 1 � *�e�3 is available for feedback design.

Thus, we have

tr � æ·*�' � 3 ¢ æ 4 *�' � 3?�Ï% tr ¬ML æÃ*�e�3/z æ ��� * � � 3 � �<N ¢OL æÃ*�ef3/z æ ��� * � � 3 � �<N 4 ®% tr L æÃ*�ef3 ¢ æ 4 *�e�3 Nz tr ¬$L � æÃ*�ef3{z æ ��� * � � 3 � �<N ¢ æ 4 ��� * � � 3 ® � � (22)
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and :� J� L%~� tr £ � � * & L � �L 3� � �� LM� ×�
 4 � ,/.0.0.�, 
 4 L ø 4 × 
 4 � ,�.0.0.�, 
 4 L ø «
% :� J� L�~� tr èéééê èéééê

� � & L� � �� L �2�E� � �L � � & L� � � LO�2�E� � L� � � & L� � � LO�K�}� � 4 � L � & L
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî 4
ë ìììî

% :� J� L�~� tr èéééê èéééê
� � & L� � �� LO�2�E� � L � � & L� � � LO�2�E�� � � & L� � � LO�K�}� � 4 e

ëíìììî èéééê 
 �
...
 L
ëíìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ëíìììî 4
ëíìììî � L

z & � L ¾ � *�ef3/z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �<N L ¾ � *�ef3{z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �<N 4z�P JL% � & L L 
 L *�e�3{z�P LO�2�P�~� 
 LíP * � � P�� 3 � P!N L 
 L *�ef3/z�P LO�K�P�~� 
 LáP * � � P�� 3 � P!N 4
¶ :� J� L�~� tr èéééê èéééê

� � & L� � �� LO�2�E� � L � � & L� � � LO�2�E�� � � & L� � � LO�K�}� � 4 e
ëíìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ëíìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ëíìììî 4
ëíìììî � L

z & � L ¾ � *�ef3/z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �<N L ¾ � *�ef3{z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �<N 4z � P JL% � & L C 
 L *�ef3ªC � z � P JL� � É & L P L �2�P�~� & �K�P C 
 LíP * � � P�� 3ªC � & P � �P � (23)

Substituting (18)—(23) into (17) gives���Ñ¶ÑU9C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z tr L æÃ*�ef3 ¢ æ 4 *�ef3 N z tr ¬QL � æ·*�ef3/z æ ��� * � � 3 � ��N ¢ æ 4 ��� * � � 3 ® � �zË� � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z � J� L%~� & L * � L ] � z�� L z¸� L 3 � Lz J� L% � LO�2��P�K� � & L� � P * � P ] � z�� P z¸� P 3 � �Lz C ¢ C �� � * CNô�C � zT: + J� L%~�.- Ð LÐ Z�*-C ¼ C�3{z � �� Z L * � � 3</çz :� � � J� L% 15( �L � �L
z � �� WER'21 ] � W � U � ��R22222 R'21 ] � U :� � J� L% 1 ( L � L 22222

� z :� � J� L� 1 LO�K��P� 1 ( P � P ( L � Lz 1� L%~�:-S& �L � �L z Ð LÐ Z�*©C ¼ C-3{z � �� Z L * � � 3</
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L �2��< 1 ��P�~� =�> � � L �2�� ' P@? � & �L � �L z Ð PÐ Z�*-C ¼ C�3{z � �� Z P * � � 3BA
z :� J� L% � ÚÜ Ý 687 9 �
LO�2��< 1 ��P�~� =�> � & L� � P'? � � YL z ÐfPÐ Z�*©C ¼ C-3^z � �� Z P * � � 3BA
z L �2��P�~� 687 9 ��P?�2��< 1 ���!~� = > � & L� � P ? � > � � P©�2�� ' � ? � � YL z Ð4�Ð Z�*©C ¼ C-3{z � �� Z � * � � 3<AMU VW
z :� J� L%~� tr èéééê èéééê

�~� & L� � �� LO�2�E� � L � � & L� � � LO�K�}�� � � & L� � � L �2�E� � 4 e
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî 4
ë ìììî � L

z & � L � ¾ � *�ef3/z 
 ��� * � � 3 � �<N 
 4 ��� * � � 3 � �z & � ¾ � *�ef3�¾w4 � *�ef3�z � J� L% � & L C 
 L *�e�3�C � z � J� L% � É & L L �2��P�~� & �K�P C 
 LáP * � � P�� 3ªC � & P � �P � (24)

Choose the weighted functions & � , & L * � � L �2�E� 3�* � ¶&É�¶ Ì 3 as& � %30 � , & L % 0 L:�z;C 
 L *�e�3�C � z�P LO�K�P�~� & �2�P C 
 LáP * � � P�� 3�C � , � ¶FÉg¶ Ì �
From (24) and the inequality:� J� L%~�'& L � L *�e�3 � LYX & L *�ef3& L * � � L �2�E� 3 ¶ J� L%~�:- & L� � L � �L z & L *�e�3�� � L * � L *�e�3=3 � /¶ J� L%~�:- & L� � L � �L z�0 L � � L * � L *�ef3�3 � / ,
by straightforward calculations we arrive at���Ñ¶ÎU ³ � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � U ³ � Z�*-C ¼ C�3wU J� L�~�[Z1 L & L � �L z·� @ × Ð @ Z�*©C ¼ C-3ÀU � � Z @ * � � 3 øz � J� L%~�\& L = � L U � L *}A � LM� 3/z � L *�ef3 X & L *�e�3& L * � � LO�2�E� 30W ]�^ _�`ba%c ed _�`ba  gf ^ _�`ba%c ¡ A � L z¸³  ,

(25)
where ³ � % :pUF� � U � �� ,³ � %(� @ Ð @ U 1� L%~� Ð�LÐ U C ¢ C �� � * C�ônC � zT:,+ J� L%~� Ð[LÐ U J� L%~� 687 9 �
LO�K��< 1 ��P�K� ÐfPÐ

U :� J� L� � èê 687 9 �
L �2��< 1 ��P�~� ÐfPÐ z L �2��P�~� 687 9 �EP©�2��< 1 ���!~� Ðe�Ð ëî ,
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Z1 L %h1 L U � J�P�#L ] � J 0 P U :� � L , ÉÀ%V: ,�.0.0.N,[Ì U�: , Z12JÓ%i1KJ´U :� � J �
� � % £ � @� & � Z @ * � � 3XU 1 � � �� U`� � U :� & � tr ¬ML � æÃ*�ef3/z æ ��� * � � 3 � �<N ¢ æ 4 ��� * � � 3ª®

U :� & � � � U :� & � 1� L%~� Z L * � � 3 � � U :� L � ¾�*�ef3�z 
 ��� * � � 3 � � N 
 4 ��� * � � 3
U :� & � J� L%~� 687 9 �
LO�K��< 1 ��P�~� � � Z P * � � 3
U � �j & � J� L% � èê 687 9 �
LO�2��< 1 ��P�~� Z P * � � 3/z LO�K��P�~� 687 9 �EP?�K��< 1 ���!~� Z � * � � 3 ëî « ] a  � a ,

� L % £ U 1 L � L� U & LO�K�� & L � LO�2� U`� L U � L� & L L �2��P�~� � & L� � P * � P ] � z�� P z¸� P 3
U � L� & L U � L� L �2��P�~�M> � � LO�2�� ' P@? � & L U :j & L LO�2��P�~�M> � & L� � P'? � �  L
U :j & L tr èéééê èéééê

� � & L� � �� LO�K�}� � L � � & L� � � LO�2�E�� � � & L� � � LO�K�}� � 4 e
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî 4
ë ìììî

U :j & L LO�2��P�~� P?�K���!~� > � & L� � P ? � > � � P?�K�� ' � ? � �  L « ]�^ _kc ed _  gf ^ _kc ¡ , ÉÀ% � ,0.0.N.N, 6ÏU�: ,
�^1�% £ U 1 1 � 1� U & 1 �2�� & 1 � 1 �2� U`��1�U � 1� & 1 1 �2��P�~� � & 1� � P * � P ] � z�� P z¸� P 3

U � 1� & 1 U � 1� 1 �K��P�~�Q> � � 1 �2�� ' Pi? � & 1 U :j & 1 1 �2��P�~�Q> � & 1� � Pl? � �  1
U :j & 1 tr èéééê èéééê

� � & 1� � �� 1 �2�E� � 1 � � & 1� � � 1 �2�E�� � � & 1� � � 1 �2�E� � 4 e
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
¯1
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
¯1
ë ìììî 4
ë ìììî

U :j & 1 � � ( �1 � 1 U :j & 1 1 �K��P�~� P©�2���!~� > � & 1� � P)? � > � � P?�K�� ' �	? � �  1 « ] ^ m c ed m  nf ^ m c ¡ ,
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� L % £ U 1 L � L� U & LO�K�� & L � LO�2� U`� L U � L� & L L �2��P�~� � & L� � P * � P ] � z�� P z¸� P 3
U � L� 1�P�~�M> � � L �2�� ' P@? � & L U :j & L � � ( �L � L U ( L� & L � � LO�K��P� 1 ( P � P
U :j & L tr èéééê èéééê

�y� & L� � �� L �2�E� � L � � & L� � � LO�2�E�� � � & L� � � LO�K�E� � 4 e
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî èéééê 
 �

...
 L
ë ìììî 4
ë ìììî U :j & L 1�P�K�M> � & L� � P\? � �  L

U :j & L LO�2��P�~�M> � & L� � P'? � 687 9 �EP©�2��< 1 ���!~� > � � P©�2�� ' �	? � �  L « ] ^ _kc ed _  gf ^ _kc ¡ , ÉÀ%D6ËzT: ,�.0.0.�,#Ì �
³  % tr L æ·*�ef3 ¢ æ 4 *�ef3 N zD0 � ¾ � *�ef3�¾ 4 � *�ef30zoP JL% � 0 L � � C 
´*�ef3ªC �:¯z;C 
Ï*�e�3�C � z�� � L � �L *�e�3 � ��* ��p 3
Design � L *EÉÀ%V: ,/.0.0.N,#Ì 3 as follows� L *EA � LM� 3g% � L *}A � LÈ� 3ÀU � L *�ef3 X & L *�e�3& L * � � LO�K�}� 3ªW ] ^ _�`ba%c ed _�`ba  gf ^ _�`ba%c ¡ � (27)

Then, the actual control is �S%3�{JÁ� (28)

By substituting (27) and (28) into (25) we have���Ñ¶�U ³ � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � U ³ � Z¯*-C ¼ C�3¿U J� L%~�[Z1 L & L � �L zd� @ × Ð[@ Z�*©C ¼ C-3XU � � Z @ * � � 3 ø zÓ³  � (29)

3.3 Choice of design parameters

From the above design procedure we see that the key point is to choose the positive
design parameters � @ , � � , � � and 0 L , � � L , 1 L *}ÉX%+: , .0.0. , Ì 3 such that³ � 8De , ³ � �`e , Z1 � 8De ,�.0.0.N, Z1KJ)8De[� (30)

The following lemma tells us a range and method specifying these design parameters.

Lemma 1. There are always positive design parameters � @ , � � , � � and 0 L , � � L , 1 L*}ÉÀ%V: , .0.0. , Ì 3 such that (30) holds.

Proof. Choose arbitrarily design parameters 0 L 8Êe , � � L 8Êe *EÉ»% : , .0.0. , Ì 3 ,� � Â * : , �� + , � � Â`*�e , :�3 , and choose1 L 8 � J�P�#L ] � J 0 P z :� � L *EÉX%V: ,0.0.0.-,�Ì U�:ª3"�q1KJ)8 :� � J
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and � @ � 1� L%~� Ð[LÐ @ Ð z J� L�~� C ¢ C �Ð @ Ð � �:* CNô�C � zT:,+ Ð L z :Ð @ Ð J� L%~� 687 9 �
LO�K��< 1 ��P�~� Ð P
z :� Ð @ Ð J� L% � èê 687 9 ��LO�2��< 1 ��P�~� Ð P z L �2��P�~� 6T7 9 �EP©�2��< 1 ���!~� Ð � ëî �

Then, it can easily be seen that (30) holds.

3.4 Main results

The following theorem summarizes the main results of this paper.

Theorem 2. Consider the nonlinear stochastic system (2). Suppose Assumptions
A1—A4 hold, the design parameters � @ , � � , � � and 0 L , � � L , 1 L *}É�%Ä: , .0.0. , Ì 3 are chosen
to satisfy (30). Then the minimal-order observer (7) based output-feedback control (28)
is such that the closed-loop system has a unique solution on × e , r�3 almost surely, and is
bounded in probability. Furthermore, when ¾ L *�e�3d%Æe#*EÉ´%Î: ,/.0.0.�,#Ì 3 , the closed-loop
system is asymptotically stable in the large.

Proof. We have completed the control design in subsection 3.2. Suppose the Lya-
punov function for the whole system is � ° %(� @ � @ zh� . Then, by Assumption A1 and
(29) we have��� ° ¶�U�� @ ³0� @ U ³ � C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � U ³ � Z¯*-C ¼ C�3XU J� L�~�[Z1 L & L � �L z¸³  ¶�U³ � � ° z¸³  , (31)

where ³ � %Tl9jsr * ³ , ³ �!t �2�68u<v * ¢ 3 , Z1 � ,n.0.0.�, Z1KJK+ . Again, by Assumption A1 we get � @ µ @?�z´� ¶ � ° ¶7� @ µ @ � zV� , where � @ µ @?� zV� and � @ µ @ � zV� are positive, radially
unbounded. Then, from Theorem 1 it follows that the closed-loop system has a unique
solution on × e , r�3 almost surely, and is bounded in probability.

If ¾ L *�e�3Ë%öep*}É�%¹: ,/.0.0.N,[Ì 3 , then we have æ·*�e�3Ë%öe , 
 L *�e�3Ë%öe and � L *�ef3%öe .
This leads to ³  % e and ��� ° ¶hU³ � � ° , which together with Theorem 1 implies that the
closed-loop system is asymptotically stable in the large.

Remark 3. If the observer (13) is adopted for control design, then an extra term� R'24 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ uX*E$#3 will arise on the right-hand side of (17). To deal with this term, we first
separate R' � 1 ] ��< J � and uw*E$#3 by using the Young’s inequality:� R' 4 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ uw*E$#3¯¶&�  C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � z C ¢ C ��  C u^*E$#3�C � , �  8De ,
where �  C�R' � 1 ] ��< J � C � can be dominated by the negative terms on the right-hand side of
(17). While for term w�x)wzy{<| C uX*}$Á3ªC � , in the case where 6�%V: , thanks to the existence of the
factor � �� , it can be cancelled out by the virtual control � � (see ref. [10]), but when 6�8Ù: ,w�xlw�y{�| C uw*}$Á3ªC � cannot be controlled effectively by the virtual control � L *EÉÀ%V: , .0.0. , 6gU :�3 ,
since there is no further assumption on uw*}$Á3 , and by integrator backstepping approach,
measurable states ' L ] � , .0.0. , ' 1 are unavailable for virtual controls � L *EÉÀ%V: , .0.0. , 6´U�:�3 .
Copyright by Science in China Press 2004
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And, w�xlw y{<| C uX*}$Á3ªC � cannot be cancelled out by the virtual controls � L *}É�%v6 , .0.0. , Ì U�:�3
and the actual control � , since � L *EÉ�%;6 , .0.0. , Ì 3 is not a factor of w�xlw y{<| C uw*}$Á3ªC � . Thus, it
is hard to control effectively the term

� R' 4 � 1 ] ��< J � ¢ uw*E$#3 . Therefore, the observer (13) is not
adequate to the multi-output ( $�%T' � 1 � , 698Ù: ) systems.

Remark 4. From (27) and (28) it follows that the virtual controls � L *EÉç% : , .0.0. ,Ì U�:�3 and the actual control ��%}� J preserve the equilibrium at the origin of the nonlinear
system. ³  depicts the static property of the closed-loop system. From (26), we can see
that the smaller the design parameters 0 L and � � L *}Éd%õ: , .0.0. , Ì 3 are, the smaller ³  is.
This together with (31) implies that in order to get a small static upper bound of the closed-
loop system states, we only need to take small 0 L and � � L *EÉ�%ö: , .0.0. , Ì 3 . However, from
the expressions of virtual controls and actual control, we see that the smaller the design
parameters 0 L and � � L *EÉ9% : , .0.N. , Ì 3 are, the more the control energy needs, in other
words, in order to get a small static upper bound of the closed-loop system state, one
should pay more in terms of control energy.

4 Conclusion

In this paper, the design problem of output-feedback stabilization control for a class of
SIMO stochastic nonlinear systems with unobservable states, unmodelled dynamics and
stochastic disturbances is investigated, and the design methods of minimal-order observer
and output-feedback stabilization control are presented. Based on the observer designed,
the estimates of all the system states are given, and the convergence of the estimation
error is analyzed. By using integrator backstepping approach, an output-feedback stabi-
lization controller is constructively designed, which ensures that the closed-loop system is
bounded in probability and, when the nonlinearities and stochastic disturbance equal zero,
asymptotically stable in the large. The observer introduced in this paper not only preserves
the advantages of the full-order observer, but also avoids the extra term arising in the dy-
namical equation of the estimation error, and so, is adequate to the control design of SIMO
systems (e.g. $S%Æ*E' �-,{.N.0.N, 'K1-3�4 , 6n8ö: ). Problem needing further study includes: how
to constructively design minimal-order and the observer-based output-feedback stabiliza-
tion control for systems, such as, with output of the form $ %ö÷´' , where ÷ is an 6�þ Ì
matrix with only one element : in each row and column and the others are e .
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